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KINGSTON DRIVE EXTENSION 
Grievance 

MRS R.M.J. CLARKE (Murray–Wellington) [10.24 am]: I rise this morning to raise a grievance with the 
Minister for Transport; Planning. My grievance relates to the Kingston Drive extension in Australind. I thank the 
minister for taking my grievance today. 

Over the course of last year, I heard from many concerned residents in Australind who raised their frustration about 
the lack of progress on the extension of Kingston Drive. This road has been proposed for almost 30 years and 
continues to be stuck in limbo. 

In February this year, I met with Mr Neil Espinos, the owner of Australind Tyre Service, which is situated in the 
Australind light industrial area. He contacted my office about the lack of progress on this project. Mr Espinos went 
into detail about how this road will be beneficial to the light industrial area, the Treendale retail precinct and all those 
who use Paris Road and Ditchingham Place. Currently, those who attempt to enter the light industrial area from 
the Kingston subdivision are required to detour approximately three kilometres. The extension of Kingston Drive 
will cut their commute by 2.7 kilometres. This project will provide significant benefits to commuters in that it will 
ease congestion at the Paris Road and Grand Entrance roundabout, which has cars banking up for up to 500 metres 
at school drop-off and pick-up times. This road will benefit not only those in vehicles, but also those who walk or 
cycle. Currently, pedestrians also have to walk that three-kilometre detour or trek through soft sand in summer or 
boggy mud in winter. 

Since February, I have met with Mr Espinos numerous times as he has voiced his concerns about the lack of action 
to complete this road. He has received conflicting reports about the progress of the road, which he says should 
have been completed 20 years ago. Mr Espinos bought his land in the area from which his business and livelihood 
is derived on the understanding that this road would be built. More than 15 years later, he is still waiting. He cited 
that more than 36 businesses have closed in the time that he has been there and estimated that more than 220 jobs 
have been lost. I have been told that the lack of exposure to passing traffic in the light industrial area is a key reason 
for this. The Kingston Drive extension would have opened these businesses up to passing motorists and pedestrians, 
potentially saving their businesses from closure or relocation. 

On 15 June, I met with a number of small and large business owners who operate in the light industrial area to hear 
their concerns. These business owners have, for 15 years or more, heard promise after promise and mistruth after 
mistruth about the lack of progress on building the Kingston Drive extension. Every time I have met with Mr Espinos 
and other business owners, they have relayed to me the claims that were made by the Liberal Party that the reason 
for the lack of progress on this project rests at the feet of the state government. I suspect that that claim is not quite 
true and I hope the minister will shed some light on this issue today. 

I also highlight that this area is of significant cultural value to the local Indigenous people. I specifically want to 
acknowledge local elder Dennis Jetta, who outlined the importance of this land and his family’s connection to it 
in a 9 June article in the Harvey–Waroona Reporter. Mr Jetta said that before colonisation, the land was home to 
three Aboriginal tribes: the Pinjarra, Wilman and Wardan tribes. Although I am supportive of this project, we must 
be sympathetic to this area’s rich Indigenous cultural heritage, which has been lost in this debate. 

As the member for Murray–Wellington, I am a strong advocate for all my constituents. When I doorknock on weekends 
or make phone calls in my spare time and speak to the community members of Australind, the main issue they raise 
with me is the Kingston Drive extension. This project will make commuters’ lives easier, bring more opportunity 
for expansion in the light industrial area, result in jobs in the construction of the road and bring the communities 
of Treendale and Kingston together. On Saturday, 12 September, I was in Kingston hosting a mobile office for those 
who cannot always do face-to-face visits in my Pinjarra office. I spoke to numerous Kingston residents and, again, 
the most common issue was the completion of Kingston Road.  

A retired principal who lives in Kingston expressed her concerns about the road and the conflicting reports for 
why it has not been completed, let alone started. An electrician who lives in Kingston spoke to me about the need 
for this road and how frustrating it was to hear multiple, conflicting reasons why it has not been finished. Both bought 
houses in the area, not because of the road, but with the understanding that this road would be completed soon. 
Fifteen years later, they are still waiting. My questions to the Minister for Transport; Planning are: Who is responsible 
for the planning and construction of the Kingston Drive extension? Is the state government holding up this project, 
as suggested by the Liberal Party? What are the issues holding up this project? Where does this project fit into the 
greater Bunbury region scheme? Can the minister refute any claims made by the WA Liberal Party about this road? 
Thank you. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [10.30 am]: I thank the member for Murray–Wellington 
for the grievance and her advocacy on this issue in her region. 
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It really bothers me that in many instances when people are campaigning, they do not always tell the truth about 
what is happening with particular projects. People should also take ownership when they do not deliver for their 
community. I find that specifically during election campaigns, councillors or mayors who have been on the council 
for years somehow claim that a project is someone else’s responsibility when they have done nothing on it. I see that 
happen time and again. I find it interesting that in the planning debate whenever we look at shifting responsibilities 
from local to state governments, people get very angry and say we cannot do that, yet local governments, particularly 
some councillors, never take responsibility for not delivering projects in their area. This grievance is an example 
of that. Kingston Drive is a local road under the care and control of the Shire of Harvey. We really understand—
particularly the member for Murray–Wellington—that this road is really important and that it has been on the 
agenda for many, many years and residents want the project progressed. It is time to provide some clarity on 
this case. 

I think I have been mentioned in dispatches and there have been attacks on this government from the candidate in 
that area. It is time — 

Mrs R.M.J. Clarke: Check her Facebook. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Pardon? I think there have been attacks that it all rests with this government and that the shire 
has had no responsibility for the project in the past. That is completely false. I will go through this. The key issue 
is that part of the project alignment will run through a nature reserve with conservation values near Paris Road, 
Australind. The land is subject to native title, which has been addressed as part of the broader South West Native 
Title Settlement currently before the High Court. In December 2019, the Harvey shire president wrote to the 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs; Lands stating — 

Our Shire is aware of the recent decision handed down by the Full Bench of the Federal Court and are 
hopeful that this decision will not be further appealed. 

Councillor Gillett also wrote — 

Any assistance or guidance your office can provide in resolving the current issues associated with this 
claim and the extension to Kingston Drive would be greatly appreciated …  

In February this year, the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs; Lands responded — 

Following the Federal Court decision in relation to the South West Native Title Settlement (SWNTS) on 
19 December 2019, applications for special leave to appeal were lodged with the High Court of Australia. 
The commencement of the SWNTS is now subject to the consideration of the applications by the 
High Court of Australia.  

I recognise that this has immediate ramifications for the proposed extension of Kingston Drive. However, 
I hope that you can appreciate that this process is outside of the State’s control. 

The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs sent that message to the shire. It basically states that this is now outside the 
state’s control. 

There is also an issue with the greater Bunbury region scheme. Notwithstanding the ongoing issues with the 
South West Native Title Settlement, the land for the proposed alignment is currently reserved for regional open space, 
with environmental conditions applied to the land in the greater Bunbury region scheme and the local planning 
scheme. The Western Australian Planning Commission would need to initiate a region scheme amendment at the 
request of the local government, which would in turn automatically remove it from the local scheme. The request 
should occur following or concurrent with the native title resolution. It needs to be noted that the land subject to 
the South West Native Title Settlement is crown land. 

Two years ago, in 2018, the Shire of Harvey was advised that an amendment was required and it was advised about 
the outstanding matters. However, the Shire of Harvey has still not requested such an amendment. The Shire of 
Harvey needs to request the amendment because the WAPC will need to know exactly what is being proposed to 
help that process. In the past, the agency has attempted to engage with the shire to begin this process, but the shire 
chose not to engage. A letter to the Shire of Harvey in February 2020, said — 

Whilst this potential project is under the care and control of the Shire of Harvey, I am advised the Main Roads 
South West Region would welcome the opportunity to provide technical advice during any planning and 
design works.  

I understand that offer was never taken up. 

As I said, it is a difficult issue and we do not underestimate the need for the project in that area. As the member 
knows, we would all love to do it as quickly as possible, but there are significant hurdles, including the native title 
process and making sure that the scheme is amended. I think the false claims being made by a councillor in that 
region, who should know the true case, are absolutely misleading the community. This is what is wrong with political 
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debate sometimes, when candidates go out and make claims and do not tell the truth. People get disheartened because 
they do not know who to believe. As I said, people should campaign and present the views of their community all 
they like, but they should not make misleading claims. Councillors should work with the government to try to make 
things happen and not absolve themselves of all responsibility when they were elected to serve those people for 
all those years. There has been Facebook post after Facebook post saying that the project is shovel ready. That is 
absolutely false because the shire has not been proactive in this case. It is really disappointing that people run these 
types of campaigns. It shows that they really do not care about delivering projects; all they want to do is score 
political points. I think that is why people sometimes get disheartened with politics, because they want people to 
work to create solutions, not just politically grandstand and say, “It’s not up to me” on issues for which they could 
have been part of the solution. 
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